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THE MAILED FIST OF THE MIKADO

By FRANK G. CARPENTER

the emperor, but he sold it to the

may be it is to add to the impressionthat prevails here as to the mightypower of the Japanese army, and be a
living evidence of its unlimited riches
and strength.

The Mikado's Military Fist.
The hand of the Emperor of Japanin his ruling of Korea is for the

present, nominally at least, glovedwith ve lvet. Inside the glove, however
there is a fist of iron, and the man
who represents this is General Ilase-
gawa. one of the most famous soldiers
in his majesty's army. He is com-
mander in chief of the garrison in
Korea, and as such has entire control
of military affairs on the peninsula.
He believes in ruling the people with
a strong hand, and if he had his will,
he would, I am told, institute a mili-
tary directorship and stop what many
call the humanitarian foolishness now-carrie-

d

on by Uncle Sam and the Em-
peror of Japan in trying to train up
weak and corrunt nations to the abil

Koreans number about 15,000,000.and if they will fight they will make
quite an addition to your alreadylarge army." The general laughedas he replied:

T should not encourage such a
plan and it it is not in accordancewith our scheme for bringing aboutthe independence of Korea under
Japanese protection. Tne Korean
soldiers might do well enough in therear, and we could use them for the
heavy work of'our military operationsas transports and laborers We wouldnot dare put them at the front "

"How about the charges that yoursoldiers are oppressing the peopleand killing them without cause?'
"There is no truth in such state-

ments." said Gen. Hasegawa. "We
have to be severe in our treatment
of the rebels in order to maintain
peace and keep the unruly element
in check. Waris a serious matter,and such conditions have to lie han-
dled in a serious way. Otherwise we

A CHAT WITH GEN. HASEGAWA.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIE- F OF
TOE JAPANESE ARMY IX
KOREA, AS TO THE SITUATION.

He Kjpfwks of Korean Rebels and Ban-di- t-

Talks of Russia and the Uni-
ted States, and Tells Where a Sol-
dier Should Die A Visit to Yomr-sa- n,

iho Tokio of Korea A MilitaryCity Being- - Built by the JapaneseI he New liarraeks Whielj Cover

Japanese for less than 250,000 golddollars. The sale has been much criti-
cised by the Koreans, who claim thatthe ground was worth several millionsand that the sale was a forced one.
Nevertheless, the Japanese govern-ment has now a clear title to it, and
is exploiting it in much the same waythat the Russians built their new town
of Dalny at the end of the Manchu-ria- n

railroad, which is now owned bythe Japanese. In the shuffling of theinternational cards for the stake of
Korea there is a bare possibility thatat some time in the far future Yong-sa- n

may be one of the priezs which
will go into the hands of Russia, tak-
ing the place that Dalny has now in
the hands of Japan.

At the present Yong-sa- n is about
the liveliest Japanese spot in Korea. A
great deal of grading is being done.
Korean laborers, under the direction of
Japanese overseers, are cutting down
the hills and leveling the valley. The,are putting up dirt walls about some
of the big buildings. which look almost

- ' es 1 1 ie. c iei lera is Palace and
I he Railroad 1 1 ea dq ua rters A

Which is (ii'ou- -V ilerful Town
mil ity of governing themselves. General j

Hasegawa would not acknowledge this ;

to the rmblie He is here as the as- - !
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e you oyer hoard of Yong-san- ?

t could do nothing with the country.We wipe out the insurgents when tinw

its
are found, and it may he that when
we are misinformed as to who aro
ins. agents some innocent men maybe illed. At present we are using
mL.;- - Koreans in our police force,
am" the pro-Japane- se Koreans are
aiding us to put down the rebellion."

sistant of Prince Ito, and as such must
do as Prince Ito says. There is no
doubt, however, but that he believes
in a strong hand being used in Korea,
and that he is able to wield it if the
same should be ordered.

The main object of my visit to
Young-sa- n today was to meet the gen-
eral and have , a talk. with him. My
audience took place in his headquart-
ers, and we drank tea and smoker-cigarette-

as we chatted together
through the medium of Mr. Kouroda.

r,f-n- . Hasesrawa is now fifty-nin- e

like fortifications. They are makingdrains and digging foundations. A sys-
tem of waterworks has been put in
which supplies the military city with
pure water from the mountains near-
by, and wide streets, crossing one an-
other at right angles, have been laid
out, covering almost the vvhol terri-
tory. Roughly speaking, I should
say there is room on the sim for for
seevral hundred thousand people, and
it is beheved that all the ground not
devoted to the military establishment
will be taken up with Japanese

siefiL cny in heginning.I hoiivands of workmen are now build-
ing it and the structures being-

- erectedwili. when completed, cost millions.It has one palatial residence whichwill he finer than any other buildingm the iar east, outside of that of theCrown Prince of Japan. It will cost
i 0 0. 00 0 yen, and it could not be builtlor tiiat many dollars on United Statesso::. This Will be the home of the
commander-in-chie- f of the Japanesearmy in Korea, and it will be equip-
ped lor errand entertainments of every
description. It will have fifty-si- x
rooms. Its dining-

- tables will seatthrrr hundred guests at one time and
its dancing hall will accommodate a
crowd of nine hundred. Yong-sa- n is
to be the military capital of Korea,and adjoining it is a large territorywhich will be devoted to the railwayofficials and other such men. Alto-
gether, the settlement will form the
nucleus of a great Japanese city,wh'ch v.-il- extend toward and embrace

years of age. He began lite in in-ar- my

at the age of twenty-tw- o as a

major, and rose to be a colonel six
vears later. He was a major-gener- al

in 1SS6, and he commanded a brigade
in the Jauan-Chin- a war. At that
Hme he was noted as a hero of Port
Arthur, and in-- the war with Russia
he again won his spurs as the com-

mander of the imperial guardsmen
under General Kuroki. leading it to
victory at the Yalu and the battle of
Liaovang. He was made a general m
niAi' nnri after that battle was ap- -

"Is is true that a hand of your
soldiers recently killed twenty such
Koreans, supposing them insurgents?""I know the case to which you re-
fer," said Gen. Hasegawa. "We are
not yet sure whether those peoplewere insurgents or not. The killingoccurred in a part of the countrywhere there were bands of rebels, (.me
of which contained about thirty-fiv- e.

Our troops were on the track of that
band and had been informed that
it was in a certain inn. The officer
ir command caught one man comingout and he had papers on him showi-
ng- that he was an insurgent. He
then ordered those within the building
to come out or he would shoot. They
did not reply and he commanded his
soldiers to fire. Upon going in later
twenty were found dead. We still
believe that they were largely insur-
gents. They certainly should have
answered when the soldiers ordered
them out."

in Korea..r.ointed head of the army
at the top ofnracticaUyHe is now

the Japanese military regime. au
should there be a war with any foreign
power the probability is that he would
be in command. .

Hasegawa iooks liKe a oiuo-i- .

be reminds me much of ourGen.
7 n deed toerr.t-- . T r,n wlin WRS killed m

"Is not Korea a difficult
police?"

"Yes, exceedingly so. The
is covered with mountains.

land to

country
There

.Japan's New liarraeks.
The new barracks now going up.

many of which are already completed
show that the Japanese intend to keepa large military establishment in Kor-
ea for a long time to come. Theynow have 2 0,000 men in different parts
of the peninsula, and several thousand
of these are here in Seoul. There are
a score or more of great two-stor- y

brick structures already erected, which
are now occupied by the men, and
there are similar buildings for the sub-
ordinate headquarters filled with of-
ficers and barracks for non-commissi- on

d officers in every branch of the
service.

I doubt if Uncle Sam houses his
troops anything like as well the Mik-
ado does these young Japanese. The
barracks are as substantially built as
as any structure in the United States.
1 icy ar- - well designed and well light-
ed, and every man has the rightamount of space. They are heated by
Russian stoves which are built up in
the corner of each lavom. The soldiers
sleep on spring beds, they take hot

seouj, wnieh is now the two miles
away.

The Tokyo of Korea.
It v.-at-

- to see Yong-sa- n and to havean intei view with Gen. Hasegawa, the
commander-in-chie- f of the Japanesefore-.- - in Korea, that I rode in com-
pany with Mr. Takouma Kourada out
from feoul in my jinriksha this af-
ternoon. Our way was through the
whip street which leads to the gateknown as. Nandaimon. a mightystructure of stone; with two heavyroot- - of black tile, one above the
other, each decorated with demons.
The crowd was thick all the way t
the ate, and there we had to turn
and make way around at the side, the
gatt- - i eing now too small to accommo-
date the traffic. The wall of Seoul.

Phiiinpines. He has the same slende.
erect bearing and an

figure, the same over which
The on ba

are no roads whatsoever
troops can be marched.which is equally piercing, ne iwseve

)f iron, hign eneeK oone anua jaw but rather receding. ioie-eve- s

are almost straighthigh, broad,
head. His

rather larger than thatand his nose

rotites from one place to another are
bridle paths, which become streams
and rivers whenever it rains. There
are practically no bridges and the
country is so poor that it is difficult
to provision the troops except by car-
rying food everywhere with us. An-
other annoyance to which the men
are subjected is the universal pres-
ence of vermin, owing to the personal
uncleanliness of the people. There
are lice and bugs of all kinds, and it

of the ordinary Japanese. m
full red blood, but it is bronzed
from his life in the field. He wore to-

day his military uniform, which is the
color of khaki, and on the breast of
hi coat! noticed eight silk loops, upon
which he hangs his principal decora- -

extends elear around the city,
vlvien, until lately, was closed
night by great doors plated with
lias had to be cut at this point,vo wide roads made at each of honor when ne aopeai ortions otic! upon state oc- -

fore the Emperorbaths once a day and their too l is
c a r e f u 1 1 v p re r a re d .
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i'bese go right through the wall,
he gate itself has been built
with granite so that it stands

casions.
Gen. Hasesawa Talks

During our conversation,
lasted for perhaps half an

which
hour, Ibeaut, fid;us a monument. It

lamps at each
outside the city.

me some- -
ooi-m-i the eeneral to tellelectric

in and
L geous
nee, both rntbP military situation

it is a lit mark of the union ot
past and the present.

,' years ago the only buildings
Korea. He replied that the situation
was steadily improving and that the
rebels, who are such on patriotic
grounds, had practically disappeared.
Said he:

"The actual conditions of Korea as
to law and order have never been

bey. nd this gate were scattered
thatched huts hugging the wall. Xow,
the '.v :de road which has been made
from there to the River Han is lined
for a mile with Japanese and Korean
buildings, and there are many foreign
structures as well. The Korean elec- -

is almost impossible for the troops to
keep themselves 'free from them."

I here asked the general as to the
health of his troops. He replied that
it --was excellent and that the troops
had not had the fevers, dysentery
and smallpox, so common among the
Koreans. He said the men were well
cared for, and I complimented him
on the healthful arrangements of his
new barracks, saying that Japan was
leading the world in matters of mili-
tary sanitation, and that the low-deat- h

rate from disease among the
Japanese troops in Manchuria had
been less than that of any great war
in the past. The general acknowl-
edged that this was true and signifi-
cantly added:

"We Japanese do not believe that
a soldier should die in his bed."

I then broached the subject of
Russia, asking the general whether
he thought there would be another

During my stay T went through the
kitchens of some of the establishments.
It was about time for dinner, and
great tubs of steaming 'ice had just
been taken from the fire, while fried
fish and vegetables were being ladled
out on to plates of polished alumi-
num. In order to make the camp
equipment as light as possible all the
disht s used by the men are of this
metal, the rice for each being served
in an aluminum box of about the size
of that which holds 100 cigars. Each
man gets such a box of rice at every
meal ami a fixed supply of fish, veg-
etables and sauce, which is varied in
character from day to day. The food
was put up in such portions on trays
each of which carried twenty-fou- r

plates and rice boxes, and these trays
v. ere carried ty men to the dormitory
nearby. All of the Japanese soldiers
now wear European shoes. I judge
they still find them uncomfortable,
however, for I noticed at the entrance
to each barracks great rows of these

known to the world, ana iney nc
not been appreciated even by the gov-

ernment at Seoul. r generations
bands of brigands have infested the

,,r.toin nnd have come out now
and then to prey on the people of the

the

s'reet car line, belonging to an
r.i an firm, has a regular service,
h takes one to the Han. which is
t three miles away. And not far

the gate is the chief railroad
t of Seoul, at which one can
ars for Chemulpo to take sTiip
hina, or go on the trunk line

in-ioni- c Thev have neiu up

trie
A m
whiv
ah or
f roir
dep.
get
for
a b o 'a

villages,
the in- -farmers and blackmailed the

Tf thev were informed upon
death soon- -invmr wns sure to meet

rht bed the villageihree hundred miles north tot
of vengeancev..,a n matter

withoutThese bands are generally
whether he would
along the northern

He replied that
that such fortifica- -

war later on and
build fortifications
borders of Korea
he would not and

-- dge of Manchuria, or by an
i distance south to Fusan, where
.fit's ferry over the Strait of Ko-wi- ll

put you in Japan.
one cniei

His homeorganization, but there is
,,1 hn mnnv followers.

the
VJ IK

v.

left
Y

wav
: mmtain fastnesses betweenourpassed many soldiers on

down this road. There were

shoes, outside in the halls, and that
the men, as they jumped from their
couches and stood at attention as I
passed with their colonel, were in their
stocking feet.

Homes for Officers.

who heIS 111 LOr jiiwix...
here nnd Gensan. Ve know

1

If

-
' ft

V'M

i Q tn pntrh him. At presentcrowd. ng theen horseback

tions on the frontier would be con-

trary to the treaties between the two
countries. As to another struggle
with Russia, he would not answer,
saying that he hoped there would
be peace between the two nations

ll",lAr'Z l ftPr these robberand1 rathe off to the side. that itour sumii
Konrtc Thev are so scattered

them
-- hen a company of infantry, dusty
tired bv their long march from
interior. We went by scores of ...;u oi--0 u lone: time to wipeThe barracks I have referred to are

built around a great parade grounds,
a- - one side of which is an office build- -

real
and
and
the
bull.
db-.- -

i 1 1

there are
we have Japan did not

one, but that
said
any

from now on. He
want trouble without. And we believe that

fiinMnt nf them. Vv heni

ot will be would have to doif war came shei of them the country
s loaded with fuel, great oun-evergre- en

branches, a hall ton
;ht, which rose high over their what she could.

"We must fight just whenever our
honor is at stake. There are occa- -a.nd hung down at tne siues ai-- t

to their feet. We passed carts
amber, the boards tied up in

and bullocks drawing an hl

ing wnere i was presenieu io me. com-
manding general of the division. This
building must cover a quarter of an
acre and it was filled with clerks kho
were working away. Up another street
many other large brick --buildings are
rapidly rising and on the sides of the
bills 'overlooking this magnificent
country, are long lines of cottages
built in Japanese style, but much
warmer than those of Japan. They
are the homes of the colonels, captains

of . ,n!d:ng materials. Tnere veie
i t v .a o nn 1 O- -

lUOp'V' - -

practically quiet.
Korea's Idle Officials.

the Koreansthat"Do vou mean
will stop fighting and go to work .

"Not altogether," was the reply
-- Thev will stop fighting but many o

work. This is so farthorn' will never
generation is concern-

ed
as the present

The nobility have considered it
disgraceful to work, and the hangers-o- n

of the official circles who have ln-e- d

bv squeezing the common people
most difficult element we

tna?,-- , women, no in jajwur.--c ..v.

Ireans, and gorgeous big-hatt- ed

hans or Korean nobles on foot.
tn(('nt,iir no wVin dashed bv me

sions wnen to me wiuloul usnun
would be to suffer more than to die."

I then asked, "What about the
charge that you are preparing to
fight America?"

To this the general semi-facetious- ly

replied:
"You people must consider us very

war-lik- e to think we want to fight
you. Indeed, we would like to live
a while yet."

With that we both laughed and the
interview closed.

floatedIS, ,.! Ilia lona- - TtitllC SfOWn
and ueutenani-s- .

Th- - r.alace of the commander-in- -
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ofebief referred to at the beginningbevondmv letter, is still farther on with. We havehave now to deal
tried to give them work but. ni not take it. I asked onehich in sizev.o nrnu-- beadciuarters. v

out on the air. his black hat wobbled
and hi.s fat feet of padded cotton went
up and down on the pedals.

da pan's Military Concession.
We went fullv two miles betore we

reached the limits of the military con-

cession. Here the street ear line
bnm chen off and goes on under the
.... ...i ,. v. :n-i-.t- iiti L-i- its WU

that of one
buildings atcorrespond somewhat to

r f the erreat government Vv miccinnnries how he would set
Ul cue: mi. '--' ,He replied that ne I marry yourHer Adorer Mayrrr.i.-ir- . Tbis residence is beins: con

red brick, ittructed of steel and is
isbasement, and did not think they could be made to

labor and that the trouble would con-

tinue until they died off and gave theof three stories andW.IW lilt 1 S,'VI - " -

down to the river. The whole
leads straight on through the

road
new
- ilare arm

bv far the finest building ever begun
in Korea. It will have every modern
improvement and will be one of the

of this nart of the far East,
citw At the right is a workers a tree neia iui uicnucio.

a nrOSPtit the brigands are being rerairnnls Otground where several

daughter, sir?
Her father What do you want to

marry for" You don't know when
you're well off.

Her Adorer No; perhaps not, but I
know when you're well off. London
Mail.

AGENTS WANTED: MEN OR Wo-
men to work in their' home coun

-

scaffold- -ThP building is still in the
have been finishedin?, but the walls

cruited from this idle class. They
fi-h- t not so much on grounds of pa-

triotism as because they will do noth-

ing else."
Korean Soldiers.

"What will Japan do as to the sol-

diers of Korea? Will it train the boys
here o that they may form a part of
Japan's army of the future? The

troop-- ; could exercise at one time, anu
above if are hills .spotted with grave
tnoumls so thick that they seem to be
sown and grown as a crop. From here
on for several miles on both sides of
the road all the land has been grant-
ed to the Japanese. The area covers
thousands of acres, and it is some of
the most valuable land in the vicinity
of Seoul. It originally belonged to

make $15 to $25 per
"V." Drawer "A,"

and it is about reau iui iouihib- -

will orobably be completed during the
year The commander-in-chie- f of the
armv of Korea, is lower in rank than
the resident general, and I am won-

dering what the home of the latter
will be When it is constructed. It

ty. Can easily
week. Address
Raleigh, N. C.
50 copies.


